
Management of Persons with Psychoses Summary   page 5

Meets DSM-IV criteria for schizophrenia,

schizophreniform disorder, delusional

disorder, or brief psychotic disorder

Continue only after working through

Module A

Determine appropriate setting for care [ A ]

Initiate contact with person's family

and/or significant other [ B ]

Prepare to select treatment with an

antipsychotic medication [ C ]

Initiate person and family education [ D ]

Is this a first episode?

Initiate second generation antipsychotic

medication other then clozapine

Assess every 1 or 2 weeks for 6 weeks

[ E ]

Indication to change based

on treatment response or

side effects?

[ I ]

Restart/continue

previous regimen

Assess every 1 to 2

weeks for 6 weeks

Change

antipsychotic

medication

[ J ]

Adequate response

in 6-8 weeks?

[ F ]

Assess adherence,

side effects

Change to a second generation

antipsychotic drug not already tried;

if adherence is poor, consider

a long-acting injectable antipsychotic.

Initiate clozapine if patient has failed

2 agents, one of which was a second

generation antipsychotic

[ H ]

Significant

side effects?

[ I ]

Is person on

medication at

present?

Was person previously

treated with antipsychotics

with optimal response and

minimal side effects?

[ K ]

Initiate antipsychotic medication

not already tried

[ L ]

Consider

change

to another

antipsychotic

Return to 

Box 6

Return to 

Box 6
Continue follow-up to prevent relapse and

promote recovery and rehabilitation

[ G ]
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